
September 2017 

Dear Girlstart Houston friends: 

We had been planning to bring our Game Changers annual luncheon to Houston this fall, but 
when the hurricane happened, we knew that a luncheon in October would be hard.  

We were concerned that it was a tough time to be talking about STEM education for girls when 
so many were without the most essential needs. And yet, we heard loud and clear from our 
partners that girls needed us even more during this complex time. We, as an organization, 
were fortunate to have experienced no intermittency; we were ready to be back at schools as 
soon as they re-opened. Girlstart After School is, as planned, now reaching 20 Houston partner 
schools, and at least 400 girls, this fall. We are also pleased that we have been able to continue 
our STEM Saturday programs at Discovery Green. And, a large scale, community-wide STEM 
Extravaganza is not only going forward, it’s going forward with the strong encouragement of 
Alief ISD, who are doing everything they can to keep their students engaged and well-
supported. 

So, we took our partners’ input seriously. And that’s why we’ve redoubled our efforts to making 
sure that Houston girls continue to have STEM in their lives and in their schools each week. 
And we will continue, thanks to you.  

We’re grateful that our luncheon partner, the Westin Galleria, permitted us to reschedule our 
date to later in the year. So, December 13 will be our first Houston Game Changers luncheon. 
We hope you’ll join us for a ‘DeSTEMber’ celebration to showcase the ways that Girlstart is 
keeping Houston girls engaged in STEM, and how our partner schools have done amazing 
work to be so responsive to the Houston community. We’ll have a showcase of girls’ work and 
activities, and an inspiring keynote. We will also honor women in STEM, because it is also their 
leadership and their resilience that can help us see how to overcome challenges. We are 
grateful to you! I hope we will see you in December! 

Tamara Hudgins, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 
tamara@girlstart.org 

Sincerely, 


